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Intro: 
1. At last we come to the final two books of our study of the whole Bible. Though
small and rarely studied, they are of great theological importance. They are an
attack against false teachers that might sound remote and something that
pertained to the 1st century, but they are in fact very relevant even today. Just as
relevant are the exhortations to godly living that appear in both letters.

2.  The two books have some definite similarities.
   • Both begin the same way - id.ing the writer
   • both have a sense of urgency about them in terms of the effects of false

teachers.
   • both have universal condemnation of the false teachers– mentioning the same

events from Israel’s history and even before.
   • both have an appeal to stand firm in the faith in spite of the false teaching

around them.

3.  2 Peter has been called a final or last testament of Peter the apostle
   • he talks about “putting off this body” soon and of his immanent departure.

1:13-15.
   • he reminds his readers that he as an apostle has seen Jesus in his glory (tis
      is a clear reference to the transfiguration). But even though he has experienced
      this great event , it’s not as important as scripture:  1:19-21.
   • He doesn’t take their theology on directly. Rather, he condemns the false

teachers, because of the way they live.
   • but believers must live differently - in light of the 2nd coming and future

judgement. (seen clearly in chpt 3)

What’s Happening In the Books?

1. Both 2 Peter and Jude have an historical approach to the whole problem of
    these false teachers– but especially their sure judgement.

2 Peter Jude
- saved a people out of Egypt and
  then destroyed those who didn’t
  believe (5)

- the angels when they sinned   (2:4) the angels that did not stay . . .  (6)
- did not spare the ancient world (Noah) (2:5)
- turning the cities of Sodom & Gomorrah Sodom & Gomorrah . . . 
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   to ashes(2:6) undergoing the punishment of

  eternal fire (7)
- they blaspheme the glorious ones (11) blaspheme the glorious ones  (8&10)

- they have followed the way of Balaam (15) walked in the way of Cain, abandoned
themselves to Balaam’s error and

   Korah’s rebellon   (11)
   
 - Enoch prophesied about them  (14)

*** The whole point of bringing up all these historical examples is to demo that
judgement on false teaching is surely coming.

*** Jude cites two apocryphal books  - one not id’d which gives info about
Michael and the body of Moses, the other the Book of Enoch. Most feel that
he is simply quoting well-known popular Jewish history.

*** This also gives us a clue that Jude was writing to a largely Jewish community of
      believers who would be familiar with this history.

2. Who were these false teachers? I think that they were followers of one Simon
    Magnus, who we find in Acts 8. Why? Virtually all of the church fathers thought
    this– and for good reason.

* Let’s look at Acts 8 and find out about this guy:  read. This guy had a great
   thing going. He called himself great. But apparently did not really believe. He
   wanted to continue the show and still be called great. So what did Simon
   actually teach (or his followers teach:

   1) Immorality - there is nothing in Acts 8 about this, but Iraneus, an early church
        father, wrote in his work Against Heresies, that the followers of Simon were

profligate, believing that since they were “free”, they could live as they
pleased, since one is saved b grace, not by works.”

   2) Extravagant claims - in Acts 8:9-10, Simon claimed that he was someone
great and the people called him “that power of God which is called great.”
This is nothing more than we see today. Why is someone famous, because
they say they are - celebrity.

   3) Greed - Acts tells us that Simon’s guilt involved money, as he tried to gain
spiritual power by bribery. (vs. 18ff)  the term “simony” came from this.

   4) Blasphemy of angels - Iraneus tells us that Simon taught that the angels are
who messed up the world with their fall and that, he Simon, had come to
amend matters. Iraneus states that: (Simon thought) “by means of laws and
precepts the angels are those who have sought to bring men into bondage”.

   5) Doomed to destruction - the whole judgement & destruction emphasis in 2 Pt
& Jude are reminiscent of the words of Peter in Acts 8 - “may you and your
money go to destruction”.
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*** The question of whether Simon was a Christian or not is cleared up in this. He

was not a believer! Thus, Peter tells him to repent of the this wickedness and
the intent of his heart. (8:20-23)

We can conclude therefore that the false teachers that Peter and Jude rail against
were precisely these followers of Simon (and Simon himself). Later his teachings
would be the basis for the various flavors of gnostic heresies that plagued the
church - and still do!

3. So what?
1. Things to watch out for - with any preacher, teacher, or ministry
 - questionable or immoral tendencies - Jimmy Swaggert - Eddy Long
 - high living - people in ministry who live in mansions & multi-cars, etc. are false

prophets. (greed)  Benny Hinn
- high appearances - grandiose surroundings (like studio on trinity net)

2. Holy Living - This was the ultimate indicator if a person was a true believer or
not. The primary indicator of false teachers was their lifestyle. They were
immoral, greedy, and given to celebrity.

   • Chpt. 3 of 2 Peter.  “What kind of people ought you to be. . .”
   • Jude has the same 2nd coming perspective with strong application for daily

living. vs. 20-21.
• building yourselves in your most holy faith
• praying in the Holy Spirit
• staying in the love of God
• waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ (eternal life)

3. Continual Growth - 1:3-11 - vs 10 states “if you practice” these qualities. 2
things here:

1) the idea of practice implies continual action - present continual tense, also
     middle voice, the subject of the verb participates in the result of the action.
2) these are things that, like sanctification, we never completely master but keep
     working on.

*** The fate of Simon Magnus?  Hell!***


