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Intro:
Luke begins his 2nd part of his book much as he did the first, with a clear
statement of his purpose.

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach
2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
   Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.
3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs
   that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the
   kingdom of God.
4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not
   leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me
   speak about.

I. How it’s Written
1.  Luke is connecting the first part of his work with the 2nd.
   - from the straightforward explanation the first verse
   - the brief summary in verses 2-3
   - with the unmistakeable connect with the last verses of the gospel

2. Key verse that signals Luke’s structure is 1:8

3. As in his gospel, Luke writes like an historian. He can’t deal with everything, so
    he arranges his material in 6 vignettes or mini-histories– each covering about 5
    years. Even in these of course, he can’t tell all. So he highlights, under inspiration
    of the Holy Spirit, what is most important for us to know. He will deal with a
    phase of the growth of the church and then give a summary of the progress of
    the gospel signaling the end of the mini-history

II. The Five Mini-Histories

1. The first vignette starts with the ascension and coming of the Holy Spirit and
    ends with the summary statement: 

“So the word of God spread. The number of
    disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became
    obedient to the faith.” (6:7)

A. Ascension - Luke gives more info than anyone and writes what is clearly an
    eyewitness report. The ascension is important as it is the penultimate act in the
    Jesus’ work of redemption. It demos God’s acceptance of his redemptive work.
    No one else could take a place at the right hand of God. Jesus is physically gone
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    but is still Lord of the church and will direct the church through his presence of
    the the Spirit. The church does not multiply and stay healthy through our
    devices, but only through the  grace of God.

B. The Coming of the Holy Spirit - Pentecost shows several things:
   a) It is the fulfillment of God’s promise to his people:  2:38-39; 3:19-20.
   b) Pentecost demos that the Spirit is for all who believe the gospel. (2:39)
   c) chpt 2 gives the “normal” order of reception of the Spirit. repentence, belief,
       baptism . . .  [2 exceptions - Acts 8, the Samaritans, Acts 10:44-48.]
   d) the Holy Spirit comes to the church. only as a member of the believing
       community does a person experience the Spirit.
   e) shows the radical transformation of the disciples.

• power for witness
• mutual support of believers
• miraculous signs
• sustained joy

2. Second mini-history -  begins at 6:8 and ends at 9:31
   a) Stephen’s arrest and stoning. Sets up key event recorded in 8:2
   b) Philip’s ministry - the next extension as per 1:8
   c) Saul’s conversion and subsequent attempts at preaching
   d) The summary in verse 31:

“Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It
was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in
the fear of the Lord.”  9:31

3. The third mini-history -  begins at 9:32 and ends at 12:24
   a) with this mini-history we have the final extension of the gospel to the Gentiles.
   b) Luke has already given some hints: Luke 4, faith of a Centurion, the Ethiopian
       eunuch. Now we get a detailed account of this ultimate extension of the
       gospel – in fact, Luke feels it so important that he give the details twice (and
       refers to it again in chpt 15.
    c) It’s hard to emphasize how critical this account was/is. It is one the very key
        points of the whole book. As a result of divine revelation, Gentiles are brought
        into the very Jewish church.
   d) the summary for this vignette is very brief and to the point: “But the word of
      God continued to increase and spread.”   12:24.

4. The fourth Vignette - runs from 12:25-16:5
   a) the last 3 panels turn from their focus on Peter and now concentrate on the
       ministry of Paul.
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   b) Chpt. 13 Paul and Barnabas are thrust out into the Gentile world. Paul
       accomplishes some miraculous signs which help to parallel him to Peter.
   c) 13:46 - Paul states something that he would several times in several places,
       that when the Jews won’t listen, he is going to the Gentiles.
   d) The Jerusalem council - the pivot point of the whole book. The crucial event of
       the all the work of the Holy Spirit to this point depended on the outcome. It
       was critical that the church get this right. Accommodation on 4 key points
       concerning idolatry is reached and then promulgated among the churches.
   e) chpt 16 the gospel goes into Greece and Macedonia.

“So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.”  16:5

5. The fifth mini-history - 16:6 - 19:20
   a) This epoc of church history is marked by the entrance of the gospel into
        Europe.
   b) beginning with 16:10, the pronoun “we” now appears. Luke has joined the
        missionary team. He writes as though he knows these churches.
   c) Two features in this part of the missionary that stand out:

1) There is such a large number of converts that Paul stays much longer in
              each place. I18 months at Corinth & 2 years at Ephesus)

2) this was the time of the most remarkable signs done by Paul - even to the
              point that [ex] 19:11-12.

“In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.” Act 19:20

6. The final mini-history  19:21 - 28:30
   a) Paul does two things in these chaps.

1) he gives a personal apologetic
2) he gives a defense of the gospel

   b) Paul appears before
jewish council  (probably the Sanhedrin)  cf 23:9

 a tribune
a proconsul
two roman governors
one king

 *** He was held to be innocent by all of them
   c) by appealing to his Roman citizenship, Paul guaranteed that he would travel to
       Rome. The center of the civilized world at that time.

So,   “For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed
all who came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of
God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.”  28:19-20
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