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The Holy Spirit does everything!   [these are just from Rom. 8]
• According to verse 2 the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus sets you free

from the law of sin and death.
• According to verse 4 the Spirit helps you fulfill the just requirement of the

law.
• According to verse 6 the Spirit give life and peace.
• According to verse 11 God will raise you from the dead by the Spirit who

dwells in you.
• According to verse 13 the Spirit helps you put to death the deeds of the

body.
• According to verse 14 the sons of God are led by the Spirit.
• According to verses 15-16 the Spirit bears witness in us that 

we are the children of God and so gives us assurance of our salvation.
• According to verse 23 the Holy Spirit is the foretaste and guarantee of our

final redemption.
• According to verses 26-27 He is our helper in prayer.
• According to verse 39 gives us absolute confidence and assurance of our

future.

The Holy Spirit gives life to all the great theology that Paul has taken great pains to
explain.

• Power to mortify the sinful nature
• Testifies to our sonship
• Assures us of our future glory with Christ
• Helps us in prayer

Review of last week’s application:
Living under obligation - vs.12-, says that we have no obligation to the
    sinful nature– and then stops there. Although the statement is
    grammatically neutral, the opposite conclusion is assumed. i.e., we
    are under obligation to live according to the Spirit– i.e., live a holy
    life.

• the background of the whole passage supports this: 
there are only two alternatives, two kinds of people, two ways of life. To
live according to the flesh/sinful nature or  live according to the Spirit.

• So what do I actually do to live according to the Spirit?

The Puritan Way
• mortification - I say no to the sinful nature (chpt. 6) It’s

          important to see that Paul describes this as an ongoing
          process [verb is in PIA]
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• aspiration - this takes me back to what I do with my mind–

          i.e. put our minds on the the things of the Spirit .
1 - 1 Pt. 1:13
2 - Col 3:1-3
3 - Phil. 4:8
4 - The means of grace - Bible study, prayer, fellowship,

                   church attendance, communion.

II. Now we continue with the work of the Spirit in Romans 8 with His
   work of witnessing to our sonship/adoption - vs. 14-17

1. Adoption is in some ways the ultimate grace that God gives us.
   [illus] Buchanan (as quoted by J.I. Packer) - see sheet

   [illus] Packer , Adoption by its very nature is an act of free kindness to the
person adopted. If you become a father by adopting a child, you do so because you
choose to, not because you are bound to. Similarly, God adopts because He
chooses to. He had no duty to do so. He need not have done anything about our
sins save punish us as we deserve. But He loved us; so He redeemed us, forgave us,
and took us as His sons, and gave Himself to us as Father. Nor does His grace stop
short with that initial act, any more than the love of human parents who adopt
stops short with the completing of the legal process that makes the child theirs.
The establishing of the child’s status as a member of the family is only the
beginning. The real task remains; to establish a genuinely filial relationship between
your adopted child and yourself. It is this above that you want to see. Accordingly,
you set yourself to win the child’s love by loving him/her. You seek to excite
affection by showing affection. So with God. And throughout our life in this world
and eternity beyond, He will constantly be showing us in one way or another more
and more of His love, and thereby increasing our love for Him. The prospect before
the adopted sons of God is an eternity of love.

2. The Holy is the Spirit of adoption - that is His ministry is intimately connected
    with life in the Spirit.

vs. 15 - For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to
fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry,
“Abba, Father.”

Gal. 4:4-6  But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born
of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we

              might receive the full rights of sons. Because you are sons, God
              sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out,
              “Abba, Father.”
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3. How the Spirit works in His ministry of adoption:

a) makes us and keeps us conscious, even when we do not resist the
sinful nature and make bad sinful decisions, of the fact that we are
His child by virtue of His free and sovereign grace, giving us faith,
assurance and joy. – vs. 14 & 16.

b) He moves us to look at God as our loving father, showing toward Him
           a respectful boldness and unlimited trust that children naturally put in
           their father. This is the “Abba Father” aspect of what the Spirit does.
           vs. 15

c) the Spirit impels is to holy living so we share our Father’s likeness and
     maintain the honor of the family. this is the suffering aspect [vs. 16].

*** The reason we suffer is because we do not belong to the present evil age,
                but to the age that is to come. Remember we suffer for various reasons,

       the suffering here is for Christ’s and gospel’s sake.

4.  As the Holy Spirit witnesses our Adoption, He shows us the glory of our hope in
     Christ as children of God

- we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ (vs.17) . All that belongs to
           Christ now and in eternity, we share.

Appl.
1) Do you understand and rest in the privileges of your adoption

• sons of God  (loved by the Father)
• possessor of the Holy Spirit
• joint heirs with Christ

2) Do you understand the obligations of your adoption
• obedience to your father
• maintain the family honor (by your behavior)
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