
Romans 5:12-19         The Mediator of Our Justification

Paul has traced out the results or fruit of our justification. He has shown that
those who are justified will eventually be glorified, that is, saved from God’s just
wrath upon sin. But a good question immediately arises, how can the sacrifice of
one person have brought blessing to so many? The apostle now answers that
question by drawing an analogy between Adam and Christ (the 2nd Adam).

I. The History of Man before Christ   vs. 12-14
1. Vs. 12 gives an important summary of the ruin of the human race. It views that
    event in three stages:

1) sin entered the world through one man (Adam)
2) death entered into the world through sin
3) death spread to all men because all men sinned

    So we see three stages: sin ➛ death ➛ universal death, so universal death is the
    result of one man falling into disobedience.

2. Verses 13 & 14 further explain the progression outlined in vs. 12 with a couple
    of surprising twists.

First, is that sin was in the world before the law, but there was no direct
            accounting or punishment of sin before the law was given.

Second, death still came to all men although they did not transgress the law
            by breaking any specific command.

3. People certainly sinned in the epoch between Adam and Moses (vs. 13- “sin was
    in the world”) There is no question of that. But God did not hold those sins
    against them. However, during that same period of time  death universally came
    to all people. So what was happening if sin was “not held against” people? Vs. 15
    gives us the answer.  “. . . the many died by the trespass of the one man” (cmpr.
    vs. 17). The whole race fell with Adam in his sin. Therefore, all have experienced
    judgement that God promised in Gen. 2:17, “in the day that you eat of it, you
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    shall surely die.” Another way to express this is that the entire race was
    “polluted” by the sin of Adam.

 [ex]  If we pour some pollutant into a stream, we will find the pollutant down
                  the entire length of the stream.

4. But how can we be blamed for Adam’s sin? It sounds unfair. Theologically, this is
    called Federal Headship. That is, Adam was our representative in the garden when
    he had to choose between obedience and disobedience. When he chose
    disobedience and fell, thus incurring the death sentence, we incurred the
    sentence with him because we were “in him”. Compare Hebrews 7:9-10. In
    biblical terminology we were “in the loins of Adam” when he sinned therefore we
    are involved in the fall with him.

II. The Analogy between Adam and Christ   vs. 15-19
1. In verses 12-14 Paul concentrates on Adam. But in vs. 15ff he begins to
    develop the analogy between Adam and Christ. There are both similarities and
    dissimilarities in the analogy. There are two similarities. Both were the
    representative of a larger body of people. Also both affected a larger body of
    people by their actions.
2. There are three differences between the two in terms of 1) motive, 2)
    effect, and 3) nature.
   1) motive - vs. 15 tells us that “the gift is not like the trespass”. This is
       somewhat obvious. The trespass of Adam (the word in the original is
       “deviation” or “deviation from the path”. Adam knew the right path, but
        deviated from it. We might say that Adam’s act was self-centered and self-
        assertive, while Christ’s act of obedience was a deed of self-giving and self-
        sacrificial– giving unmerited favor or grace before God.
   2) the effect - in vs. 15b-17. Vs. 15b anticipates the contrast between the work
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of Adam and Christ. Death vs Grace (according to 6:23, this grace is
specifically eternal life). Vs. 16-17 elaborate the opposite effects brought
about by the deeds of Adam and Christ. The judgement following one
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses
brings justification. The strongest possible contrast is drawn between the
effect of Adam’s trespass which brought  a reign of death and Christ’s
obedience which brings a reign of life.

   3) nature - having contrasted the motives of the 1st and 2nd representatives of
        the race and the effects of their actions, Paul now contrasts the two deeds
        themselves. Adam’s trespass was a decision to disobey God. Christ’s action
        was obedience to God’s will.
   We can summarize the analogy drawn between Adam and Christ as to:

1) motive - Adam asserted himself - Christ sacrificed himself.
2) effect - Adam’s sin brought condemnation - Christ’s obedience

                           brought justification.
3) nature - Adam disobeyed God, Christ obeyed– even unto death.

John Stott states: “Whether we are condemned or justified, whether we are
spiritually alive or dead, depends on who we are “in”– whether we belong to the old
humanity initiated by Adam or to the new humanity initiated by Christ. We need to
get this clear: all men are in Adam, since we are in Adam by birth, but not all men
are in Christ, since we can only be in Christ by faith.”

This brings us full circle back to verses 1-2 of chapter 5

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into
this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.


