
Rom. 5 - The Results or Fruits of  our Justification - 2  Vs. 6-11

Last week we began looking at Chpt 5 by zeroing in on vs. 1-5. We saw that there
are 3 results of our justification that Paul focuses on:
   • peace - in place of the hostility that characterized our
                 relationship with God.
   • grace - in place of the the justice that we deserved.
   • glory - which is what we hope for at the final judgement

The center point or pivot point of all that Paul had to say was that our present
experience will be suffering. However, our suffering has a constructive purpose in
our lives.

Now in verses 6-11 Paul continues to speak of the effects of justification which we
as believers enjoy– in particular God’s love. But he does this from a different
perspective than before. In vs 1-5 suffering was the connecting thought, at least in
terms of our actual experience of justification. In verses in 6-10 suffering is once
again the key thought, but not our suffering, rather the suffering of Christ at this
death on the cross.

***  These two perspectives are theologically termed “objective” and “subjective”
        justification. That is, one relates to Christ’s work on the cross and the other
        relates to our personal experience. This is the basis for saying that we have an
        alien righteousness. The primary work of justification is done “outside” of us
        and relates only to Christ. Only then can we experience what Christ completed
        for us.

Paul begins this part of the passage– vs. 6-11– by describing us before God
reached down and saved us. It’s not a particularly positive picture:
   1- in vs. 6 he says that we were “helpless” (the word is variously
       translated: “helpless, weak, impotent, feeble”
   2 - also in vs. 6 we are called “ungodly” (“desitute of the fear of God”)
   3 - in vs. 8 we are termed “sinners” (specifically used of men and women stained
                   with certain definite vices or crimes. The word has the notion of
                   being a “notorious sinner” or “especially sinful”)
   4 - finally in vs. 10 God calls us “enemies”  (those who are “hateful, odious,
                   hostile”)

*** It’s noteworthy that the world, and even most of the Xtian church, does not
      believe this view of our falleness. Somehow we have some kind of goodness and
      spiritual sense to choose righteousness and Christ’s work for ourselves despite
      the scriptures being clear that God does the choosing as a result of our
      spiritual destituion.
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What a devastating description of the people without Christ: we are failures, we are
rebels, we are enemies, all rendering us helpless before God’s justice.

But these are precisely the kind of people for whom Christ died:

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.”   vs. 8

This provides the basis of the a fortiori argument of vs. 9-11. a fortiori  is an
argument from the lesser to the greater, or an argument that reaches up to a new
truth by standing on the shoulders of a previous one. Paul show how the truth of
our justification is the guarantee of our glorification. He does this by contrasting
the two truths:
   1 - since therefore we are justified by His blood, how much more shall we be
        saved from God’s wrath through him. Since we have been saved in our
        helpless state and our rebellion toward God, it’s perfectly logical to conclude
        (“how much more!”) will we be justified on the day of judgement when God
        gives His final verdict against mans sin.
   2 - since when we were God’s enemies we were reconciled to God, we can be
        absolutely sure that God will complete our salvation by bringing us to glory
        because we share the very life of Christ. I think 8:34 says the same thing in
        slightly different words:
 “Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to

    life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”  8:34
   3 - again in vs. 10 - if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God (i.e., no
        longer enemies, but family), how much more will we be saved– i.e. if God was
        willing to save us while we were enemies we can certainly trust Him to finish
        His work of salvation now that we are part of the family.

Looking back over the verses 1-11, we saw that there are two sections vs. 1-5 and
vs. 6-11 both of which show that Paul’s thought moves from justification to
glorification. This is readily seen in vs. 1 & 2 when he says, “Since we been justified
by faith (vs. 1)  . . . we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God (vs.2). The same
thing is seen in vs. 9.

Also, both the parts bases our salvation, past and future, on the love of God.
Ultimately this is the basis of our assurance of final salvation. There is no other.

As Christians we hold that heaven is assured for us. However, it’s important to
understand why we say this. It is clearly should not be because we feel self-
righteous and self-confident about our own obedience or ability to please God, but
rather because we stand upon the steadfast the love of God– love that will not let
us go.



3

Both parts of vs. 1-11 give us good reason for believing that God loves us. There
are two reasons for this statement. One is objective, the other is subjective. The
objective reason for believing that God loves us is historical– “But God
demonstrates his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. That is God’s own objective proof of His love. The subjective ground for
believing that God loves us is indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit who directly
assures us of God’s love (vs. 5). This is the same basic thing that says in 8:16-17.

Assurance of our salvation is secured by the death of Christ and witnessed by the
presence of the Spirit in our lives, both of which are based on the love of God for
us.  Cf. Rom 8:35-39.

So what do we say to these things?
“Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.”  5:8


