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Romans 5-8

Romans 5-8 is really the heart of the N.T. In 1:16 Paul tips us off
about his primary theme of this letter to the believers in Rome: 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for
the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the
Gentile.”

The rest of the letter is an exposition of the crucial truths of the
gospel:
     chpts. 1:18-3 everyone stands condemned, whether Jew,
                      pagan, or the completely ignorant. Paul’s final
                      conclusion is, “for all have sinned and fall short of the
                      glory of God”(3:23)
      chpt  3:24ff Paul makes the radical assertion that is the center
                       and heart of the gospel, that Jesus Christ is the one
                       who has propitiated the Father’s wrath and brought
                       about the justification of sinners through personal
                       faith in Christ’s atoning death.
      chpt. 4       Describes how faith in God’s work for us has always
                       been the way that God has justified His people. Paul
                       uses Abraham as his primary example.
      chpts 5-8  describe four key features of the gospel at work in
                       our lives:

5- our justification
6 - our union with Christ
7 - the place and function of the law
8 - life in the Spirit

       chapts 9-11 God’s is reliable - His dealings with Israel

       chapts 12-16 Living out the gospel practically

Chapter 5    Our Justification
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1. The results of our justification     vs.1-11
2. The mediator of  our justification    vs. 12-19

* Justification is: God declaring that we are righteous before Him and
   that we will be so forever.

1. vs. 1-11  The results of our justification;
a) peace with God     vs.1
b) access to grace     vs. 2a
c) rejoicing in hope of glory   vs.2b   (peace, grace, glory)

  a) peace with God - peace is critical because we were once God’s
    enemies  viz vs.10 and Col. 1:21. Eph. 2:3 says that we were in
    our very nature objects of God’s wrath and that we were among
    those who were disobedient.

  b) access to grace - God’s grace keeps me in relationship with Him
      despite my failing and sin. Paul describes the same thing in Eph.
      2:4-10:
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is
by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,in order
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of
his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by
grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no-one can
boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

[illus] The NEB translates the verse: we have been allowed to enter
(and continue in) the sphere of God’s grace.

   c) the hope of glory is the ultimate effect of our justification. We
       shall live in the very presence of God’s glory– to the point that
       we won’t need any sun or moon any longer. We shall be like
       Him for we shall see Him as He is  1Jn. 3:2
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   * Remember that hope is not something which may or may not
      happen, but biblically is something that is sure and will take
      place in the futurel.
   * Also just as we rejoice in the the incredible future God has for us
      we also rejoice in the fact that we suffer (the word in the
      original language is “stress or tribulation” and has the meaning
      of suffering because one is a Christian.) The ultimate
      difference in the general suffering that people in the world
      experience and those of Christians is that our sufferings are
      producing something positive in our lives. Paul says this when he
      describes the work of suffering in three phases (as it were):

   first, endurance - what there is way too little of in the world’
[illus] the die-hards at Manhasset

                 like the body building antibodies as a result of infection,
                 so suffering produces the ability to endure. [Col. 1:9-11]

   leads to, character (actually “proven character”) the word
                that is used here is a word that was used in metalurgy
                and had to do with purifying metal. When the person
                purifying the metal had scraped off all the impurities, he
                could his face in the molten metal. This has the same
                kind of meaning as building endurance.

   leads to, hope, the confidence that God will complete His
                work in me. If He is working now to transform me
                through my sufferings, it gives me assurance that He will
                bring me into the presence of His glory.

But how do I know that God is actually doing all that? - He assures
me of His love through the Holy Spirit indwelling me. [cmpr. 8:16]


