
The Weakness of the Law
Romans 7; @ CF Tucker; October 2, 2011

Last week we saw Paul’s answer to various attitudes toward the Law:
   legalist
   libertine
   n.t. believer

The Hardness of the Law
1 – We cannot keep the law, so we will be condemned by it, unless
     God does something.
2 – God did do something in the death of Christ - we who believe are
     united to Christ in his death and resurrection.
3 – Having died, we are freed from the tyranny of the Law and have
     been joined to another - Christ is our husband.

Now the apostle is going to defend the Law, though in a backhanded way.

The Weakness of the Law

1. In a church full of Jewish believers it is absolutely necessary for Paul to
explain his statements and to explains the place of the Law in the life of one
who now follows Christ. He seems to have told us that the Law is the cause
of all our troubles? I mean look at vs. 5:

“For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused
by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death.”

This verse seems to say that the Law was responsible for our sins and
ultimately our death.

2. In response, Paul asks questions in both vs. 7 & 13, which are really the
same question - both are rhetorical and both intro

• What shall we say, then? Is the Law sin? - vs. 7
• Did that which was good then become death to me?

                     vs. 13

3. So lets look at the two questions as he defends the weakness of the Law.
Paul first explains a 3-fold relationship between sin and the law.
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1) the law reveals sin - vs. 7   “Indeed I would not have known what sin

           was except through the law. For I would not have known what
           coveting really was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.”

  • also, 3:20 - through the Law comes knowledge of sin.

2) the Law provokes sin. not only does the law reveal sin but it actually
           stimulates it, arouses it. vs. 8, “But sin seizing the opportunity (a
           military term that described a jumping off point or base for offensive
           operations.)

[ex] how many times have you seen “no hunting” signs
                     with bullet holes in it.

[ex] a private, do not enter - invokes questioning or
                     wondering thots about what happening behind that
                     door.

 Just tell someone, “no” to something and they want to do the opposite.

3) the law condemns sin - vs. 9 - sin sprang to life and I died, that is I
           fell under the condemnation of sin, or the wages of sin.

4. Second question:
1. did the Law cause my spiritual death?   vs. 13
   • It’s true that the very commandment which promised life proved death to
      me?
   • Does the Law offer life with one hand and then inflict death with the
      other?
   • Or put simply, is it the Law’s fault that I die?

Paul’s emphatic answer is “By no means!”

2. It was sin working in me that produced death, though it was through
   something good– i.e. the Law.  [see vs. 12]

3. In fact, the extreme nature of sin and its results is seen precisely through
    the fact that sin takes something good and exploits it for evil purposes.
    This is why Paul says that sin might become utterly sinful [sinful beyond
    measure].

[illus] A person commits a crime. He is tried, convicted and is jailed for it. As
he languishes in his prison cell he is tempted to blame the law for his
imprisonment. It is true that the law convicted him and sentenced him, but
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the law is not responsible for his crime– he is.

Thus Paul exonerates the Law.
   - It exposes sin
   - It provokes sin
   - It condemns sin
But the Law cannot be held responsible for our sins or our spiritual death

• Sin is sneaky and destructive   [this puts you out of step with the world]
• Sin can even take good things and pervert them
• Remember that the Law is holy, spiritual, good, and righteous [vs. 12,14]

The Righteous of the Law - peek at next week

1) starting in vs. 14 the verbs change tense. Vs. 1-13 they are all aorists -
    past tense, done deal. In vs. 14 following the verbs are all in the present
    indicative active tense.

2) In the former passage [vs.7-13] Paul speaks of how sin, working through
    the commandment, killed him off [vs. 11]. But in these verses Paul is quite
    alive and in a continual conflict with his sinful nature.

3) Further, although many church fathers could not believe that a true
    Christian would have such a battle with sin, Paul gives more evidence that
    he is speaking in vs. 14ff as a believer.

1) he says in vs. 18 that “nothing good dwells in his flesh” and in vs. 24 
           he cries out “Wretched man that I am!” These are not the words of
           an unbeliever. An unbeliever is characterized by self-righteous.

2) Paul’s opinion of the Law is that it is good vs. 16 [cmpr. vs. 12], but
           Rom. 8:7 says the mind of an unbeliever is hostile to God’s law and
           cannot submit to it. Again this is the attitude and thinking of a
           person who is a Christian.


